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2 & !e !Alaska!Board!oflGame's!decision!to!open!

.ﬁ Chugach!State!Park!to!'wolverine!trapping!lis!in!

®

¥ reponseltolthelaccidental!2by-catcheloflwolveriges!
bytrappers!targeting!other!species,!notably!lynx.

o b
200,

) ) Conibear!traps!are!lcommonly!used!to!catch!lynx!in!
6 Chugach!State!Park.!!
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Reords!dating!back!to!1992!indicate!that!the!Alaska!Department!of

&Q Q Fish!&!Gamelhas!no!record!oflanyone!turning!inlalwolverine!caught
Av inlallynx!traplin!Chugach!State!Park.!Clearly,'the!original'reason!
— given!for'the!BOG!opening!'the!Park!to!wolverine!trappinglis!false.
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Redistically,!few!iflany!Conibear!traps!currently'are!being!used!in!
Chugach!State!Park,!and!they!have!not!been!used!in!the!Park!for!the!|
30!yearsltapperslindicated!that!only!1-!4!percent!of!lyrpgtesiand!
fox!areltaken!with!Conibear!traps,!but!50!percent!oflwolverines!are!tak

in'thoseltraps.!Conibear!wolverineltraps!utilizelmeat!as!thelattractant,!
represnting!alserious!threat!oflimmediate!death!to!any!dogs!in'the!are
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Nolinformation!has!been!given!to!support!this!hunch.!

I'e 11995!wolverine!sueywas!donelusing!state-of-the-art!
techniques!and!the!area!biologist!believes!thelpopulation!is!no!
higher!now!than!in!1995.11
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.i I e relare!more!wolverineslin!the!Park!now!than! =
Q&" therelwerelalfewlyears!ago. Q&.

- &% Prgposed!wolverine!trappinglincludes!PeteeskC underbird!Creek,!
6‘5.& Fals!Creek,!Indian'@ek!and!upper!Shipt€ek! ey'are!not!on!thelother!
J('@ B sideloflthe!mountains"!Allloflthese!drainages!are!popular!destinations!fc

skiersland!hikers!with!the!trailheads!easily!accessible!from!Anchorage.

LY
‘»QQ.“ I e lareas!opened!to!wolverineltrapping!are!remote!gn
%AQ inaccessible!with!the!exception!of!Breiand!in!fact!
' arelon!thelother!side!of!the!mountains!from!Anchora

CONICLUSIOM:

The opening of Chugach State Park to wolverine trapping will cause the
introduction of Conibear traps which represert a signi®cant thred to the
dogs of tens of thousands of Park usersls this a well-advised trade-off for
the possible bene® of fewer than a dozen recreational trappers?



